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Institute 193, the non-profit art space and publisher, will mark its 10-year anniversary with a gala event on November 2 at 
21C Museum Hotel in Lexington, Kentucky. An online benefit auction, featuring works by many of the artists who have been 
included in Institute 193’s programming over the past decade, will be live on Paddle 8 from October 21 to November 4. 

Founded by artist and curator Phillip March Jones in 2009, Institute 193 works to promote the work of artists, writers, and 
musicians from the American South. Since its founding, Institute 193 has organized over seventy-five exhibitions, published 
twenty-six books, released four records, and organized projects and partnerships in cities across the United States, including 
New York City, Dallas, and Atlanta, among others. 

Institute 193 currently operates two spaces: the original location in Lexington, Kentucky, and a collaborative project space 
in Manhattan’s East Village. These spaces present exhibitions by Southern artists who work in a variety of media, hail from 
disparate backgrounds, and whose careers range from emerging to well-established. The common thread uniting them is the 
high quality and relevance of their work. In many cases, Institute 193 has organized an artist’s first solo exhibition. 

Alongside its exhibition program, Institute 193 has published artist zines, monographs, comic books, and catalogs. A notable 
recent publication is Walks to the Paradise Garden: A Lowdown Southern Odyssey, the last unpublished text by poet and 
provocateur Jonathan Williams, with accompanying photographs by Guy Mendes and Roger Manley. Organized alongside 
an exhibition at the High Museum of Art in Atlanta, the book documents the people and environments which have, in more 
recent years, become central to scholarly understanding of self-taught art from the South.

On September 1, 2019, Institute 193 published To You Through Me, a creative manifesto and didactic field guide written by 
Joe Minter, one of the last living creators of an African-American yard show in Birmingham, Alabama.

According to Jones, “As we look forward to what we hope are many more years of operation, we recognize now as ever 
the importance of continued attention to the cultural production of the South, a region which sits at the center of complex, 
frequently difficult, sometimes joyous issues facing America today. We continue to believe that artists and cultural 
practitioners from here are equally suited to respond to the world in which we find ourselves, and that their cognizance of the 
past and vision for the future are absolutely vital.”

For all press inquiries contact: 
Phillip March Jones / Curator-at-Large / phillipmarch@gmail.com / 859.229.0454
Paul Brown / Gallery Director / paul@institute193.org / 270.925.2311
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Emily Ludwig Shaffer: From the Ha-Ha Wall Comes the No-No Dance
Installation view, 2019
Institute 193 (Lexington, Kentucky)
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John Martin: John Martin’s Toolbox
Installation view, 2019
Institute 193 (1B)
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Walks to the Paradise Garden: A Lowdown Southern Odyssey
Jonathan Williams, Roger Manley, and Guy Mendes
Published by Institute 193 in collaboration with the High Museum of Art (Atlanta)
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Institute 193 (Lexington, Kentucky), 2010


